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STATUS OF MANGROVE RESOURCES IN KENYA

Tana River County mangrove forestdypes are pure stands of Avicennia

cover3,260 ha stretching from Ngomeni followed by mixed Rhizophora stands. The Mangroves of
to Kipini with around 87% of the forestNgomeni holds the largest proportlonMombasa are under heavy
composed of pure stands of Avicenniaf mangroves in Kili but is under sever%nvwonmentm stress
followed by stands of Bruguiera mixedhreat from solar salt farm developmenits :
with Heritiera and Xylocarpus. Tana Rivand aquaculture. A portion of theoccasnoned by Urbanlsatlon
basin is unique in its mangrove resourcesangrove area (Kili -Takaungu andand other infrastructural :
especially in the area around Kipini sindéida Creek) occur within the Malindi-
it has the only large stand of Heritiera iWatamu-Arabuko Sokoke Blospheredevelopment activities.”
Kenya. In addition, the Tana River DelReserve that is an international
was designated a Ramsar site in 2012lesignation under UNESCO Man and
because of the uniqueness of the deltBiosphere Programme. ;
in terms of biodiversity and support 1o pombpasa County has 3,771 ha,
humankind. ¢ distributed mostly along Port Reitz ahd
InKili County, mangroves occur in Tudor Creeks. This peri-urban forest is
small patches stretching from Mtwapedommated by Ceriops — Rhizophora and
creek to Ngomeni. Major mangrovemixed stands of Rhizophora. The forest
areas in the county include, Mtwapds heavily degraded throughlegal : :
Kili -Takaungu, Mida and Ngomeniharvesting, land encroachment and The mangroves of Kwale County
They coveB,535 ha. The major fores;t reclamation, waste dumpingpollution | comprise Vanga-Funzi, Gazi Bay, and
) . (oil spills) and terrigenous input. NearlyUkunda areas covering an area : : &shief Conservator of Forests, Julius Kamau planting a mangrove tree.
The mangroves of Lamu § 1,850 ha of mangroves in Mombasa@pproximately 8,354 ha. These forést

h d db d d The mangroves of Lamu County cove?3%) of the total forest formation. Othe

County cover approximately County are degraded and in urgenpatches are dominated by mixed stan proximately 37,350 ha, equivaleénprominent forest formations in Lamu a
37 350 ha equwalent to : need of rehabilitation with over 80%of Ceriops andehlzophora aﬁ well: ?5361% of the entire mangrove aréapure stands of Avicennia, particula
. loss reported in Tudor Creek. The logaire stands of Avicennia. The mailh konva These forests are dominatash the landward side with freshwate

61% of the entire mangrove is been attributed to illegal felling ofthreats of mangroves in Kwale are |Ileg:ﬂy mixed stands of Rhizophora thain ows as well as stands of Ceriops in

area in Kenya. § ;Lee?:végdmeet the demand for poles anttharvestlng and rice farming. accounts for 8,649 ha (approximatéelymid-zone of the forest.

The mangroves of Mombasa ar
under heavy environmental stres:
occasioned by urbanisation and othe
infrastructural development activities.
They require to be regenerated ic
enhance provision of ecosysten
services and to save them fron
further degradation.

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF THE

MANGROVE ECOSYSTEM

Origin

The concern on the loss and degradation of mangrgle
ecosystems worldwide compelled the General Conferefice
of the United Nations Educational Scientic and Cultuf@l
Organisation (UNESCO) in 2015, to adopt the proclamatin
of the International Day for the Conservation of the
Mangrove Ecosystem celebrated each year of 28ly. The
aim is to raise awareness of the importance of mangrgee
ecosystems as a unique, special and vulnerable ecosygEem”
and to promote solutions for their sustainable managemej,
conservation and utilisation. In Kenya, this was marked forjihe
rst time in 2019 in Kwale County and the second time
Lamu in 2020. A total of ové6.7m mangrove seedlings
have been planted since it was rst marked in addition b
preparation of participatory forest management plans
guide management activities and formation of communi
forest associations to implement them.
Theme

The THEME this year is “Mangrove Ecosystem Restorati
for Climate Resilience and Sustainable Livelihoods:
Unique, Special and Vulnerable Ecosystem” in tandem w
the United Nations General Assembly’s declaration of e
UN Decade for Ecosystem Restoration 2021-2030 an{ Chief Conservator of Forests, Mr Julius Kamau commissions a new patrol boat funded by the French embassy in Lam
UNESCO's recognition as a “Unique, Special and Vulnergllle during the International Day for the Conservation of Mangrove Ecosystems 2020.
Ecosystem”.

Ratiale for Sites and Activities

Healthy mangrove forests are key to a healthy mariie
ecology for optimum provision of ecosystem servicg.
Mombasa County has the lowest mangrove cover of 3,781
ha (6%) and the most degraded and threatened by hu
activities. The mangrove in Tudor creek are the m@k
threatened with the highest level of loss and degradation.
view of this situation, Jomvu in Mombasa County has bd
selected as the site for marking this important day in orde
raise awareness and rally supportifangrove conservation
e orts.

OUR STRATEGIC PARTNERS

In marking the day, KFS has mobilized state and non-statd
strategic partners key among them; County Governments,

Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute, Kenyj{
Forestry Research Institute, Kenya Wildlife Service, Bas|
Titanium, Eden Reforestation Project, Nature Kenya, WWH
and Forest adjacent communities among others.

Chief Conservator of Forests, Mr Julius Kamau (left) during@mief Conservator of Forests, Mr Julius Kamau inspiring tl
inspection of previously planted mangrove areas at the Coastung generation on conservation through mangrove tree
Conservancy. growing at Gazi bay, Kwale County.



